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[NOTE: The software provides the rate per hospital discharge. However, common practice reports the measure as per 

1,000 discharges. The user must multiply the rate obtained from the software by 1,000 to report events per 1,000 hospital 

discharges.]

Patient Safety Indicator 03 (PSI 03) Pressure Ulcer Rate

June 2017

Provider-Level Indicator

Type of Score: Rate

DESCRIPTION

Stage III or IV pressure ulcers or unstageable (secondary diagnosis) per 1,000 discharges among 

surgical or medical patients ages 18 years and older. Excludes stays less than 3 days; cases with a 

principal diagnosis of pressure ulcer; cases with a secondary diagnosis of Stage III or IV pressure ulcer 

or unstageable that is present on admission; obstetric cases; and transfers from another facility.
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NUMERATOR

Pressure ulcer diagnosis codes: (DECUBID)

7070  Decubitus ulcer (end 2001) 70704 Pressure ulcer, hip 

70700 Pressure ulcer, site nos 70705 Pressure ulcer, buttock 

70701 Pressure ulcer, elbow 70706 Pressure ulcer, ankle 

70702 Pressure ulcer, upr back 70707 Pressure ulcer, heel 

70703 Pressure ulcer, low back 70709 Pressure ulcer, site nec

70723 Pressure ulcer, stage iii 70725 Pressure ulcer, unstagebl 

70724 Pressure ulcer, stage iv 

Discharges, among cases meeting the inclusion and exclusion rules for the denominator, with 

any secondary ICD-9-CM  diagnosis codes for pressure ulcer and any secondary ICD-9-CM   

diagnosis codes for pressure ulcer stage III or IV (or unstageable). Prior to October 1, 2008, 

pressure ulcer stage codes are not available, and discharges with a pressure ulcer code prior to 

this date are included regardless of stage. 

Pressure ulcer stage diagnosis codes (required for discharges October 1, 2008 or later): 

(DECUBVD)

[Note: Pressure ulcer staging codes were introduced October 1, 2008. For discharges prior to this date, only 

pressure ulcer diagnosis codes 707.0x are required for inclusion in the numerator. As a result all stages of pressure 

ulcers are included in the numerator for data prior to October 1, 2009].
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DENOMINATOR

Surgical or medical discharges, for patients ages 18 years and older. Surgical and medical discharges are 

defined by specific MS-DRG codes.

Appendix C - Medical Discharge MS-DRGs

Appendix E - Surgical Discharge MS-DRGs
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Hemiplegia, paraplegia, or quadriplegia diagnosis codes: (HEMIPID_PSI)

33371 Athetoid cerebral palsy 3443 Monoplegia of lower limb

3341 Hered spastic paraplegia 34430 Monplga lwr lmb unsp sde

3420 Flaccid hemiplegia 34431 Monplga lwr lmb dmnt sde

34200 Flccd hmiplga unspf side 34432 Mnplg lwr lmb nondmnt sd

34201 Flccd hmiplga domnt side 3444 Monoplegia of upper limb

34202 Flccd hmiplg nondmnt sde 34440 Monplga upr lmb unsp sde

3421 Spastic hemiplegia 34441 Monplga upr lmb dmnt sde

34210 Spstc hmiplga unspf side 34442 Mnplg upr lmb nondmnt sd

34211 Spstc hmiplga domnt side 3445 Unspecified monoplegia

• with length of stay of less than 3 days

• with a principal ICD-9-CM diagnosis code for pressure ulcer 

• with any secondary ICD-9-CM diagnosis codes for pressure ulcer present on admission (ICD-9)

• among patients otherwise qualifying for numerator

• any secondary ICD-9-CM or diagnosis codes for pressure ulcer stage III or IV (or unstageable) 

present on admission. If more than one pressure ulcer is reported, all pressure   • ulcers must be 

present on admission for the record to be excluded, and any secondary ICD-9-CM diagnosis 

codes for pressure ulcer present on admission (ICD-9)

• with any-listed ICD-9-CM diagnosis codes for hemiplegia, paraplegia, or quadriplegia (ICD-9) 

• with any-listed ICD-9-CM diagnosis codes for spina bifida or anoxic brain damage (ICD-9) 

• with any-listed ICD-9-CM procedure codes for debridement or pedicle graft before or on the 

same day as the major operating room procedure (ICD-9) 

• with a ICD-9-CM principal  procedure codes for debridement or pedicle graft (ICD-9) 

• with any-listed ICD-9-CM procedure codes for debridement or pedicle graft as the only major 

operating room procedure (ICD-9) 

• Transfer from a hospital (ICD-9) 

• Transfer from a Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF) or Intermediate Care Facility (ICF) (ICD-9) 

• Transfer from another health care facility (ICD-9) 

• with a principal or any secondary ICD-9-CM diagnosis codes present on admission for major 

skin disorders (ICD-9) 

• MDC 14 (pregnancy, childbirth, and puerperium)

• with missing gender (SEX=missing), age (AGE=missing), quarter (DQTR=missing), year 

(YEAR=missing), or principal diagnosis (DX1=missing)

DENOMINATOR EXCLUSIONS

Appendix A - Operating Room Procedure Codes

Appendix J - Admission Codes for Transfers
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34212 Spstc hmiplg nondmnt sde 34460 Cauda equina syndrome, without mention 

of neurogenic bladder

34280 Ot sp hmiplga unspf side 34461 Cauda equina syndrome, with neurogenic 

bladder

34281 Ot sp hmiplga domnt side 3448 Other specified paralytic syndromes

34282 Ot sp hmiplg nondmnt sde 34481 Locked-in state

3429 Hemiplegia, unspecified 34489 Oth spcf paralytic synd

34290 Unsp hemiplga unspf side 3449 Paralysis, unspecified

34291 Unsp hemiplga domnt side 43820 Late ef-hemplga side nos

34292 Unsp hmiplga nondmnt sde 43821 Late ef-hemplga dom side

3430 Infantile cerebral palsy, diplegic 43822 Late ef-hemiplga non-dom

3431 Infantile cerebral palsy, 

hemiplegic

43830 Late ef-mplga up lmb nos

3432 Infantile cerebral palsy, 

quadriplegic

43831 Late ef-mplga up lmb dom

3433 Infantile cerebral palsy, 

monoplegic

43832 Lt ef-mplga uplmb nondom

3434 Infantile cerebral palsy infantile 

hemiplegia

43840 Lte ef-mplga low lmb nos

3438 Infantile cerebral palsy other 

specified infantile cerebral palsy

43841 Lte ef-mplga low lmb dom

3439 Infantile cerebral palsy, infantile 

cerebral palsy, unspecified

43842 Lt ef-mplga lowlmb nondm

3440 Quadriplegia and quadriparesis 43850 Lt ef oth paral side nos

34400 Quadriplegia, unspecifd 43851 Lt ef oth paral dom side

34401 Quadrplg c1-c4, complete 43852 Lt ef oth parals non-dom

34402 Quadrplg c1-c4, incomplt 43853 Lt ef oth parals-bilat

34403 Quadrplg c5-c7, complete 7687 Hypoxic-ischemic enceph

34404 Quadrplg c5-c7, incomplt 76870 Hypoxc-ischem enceph nos

34409 Other quadriplegia 76872 Mod hypox-ischem enceph

3441 Paraplegia 76873 Sev hypox-ischem enceph

3442 Diplegia of upper limbs

Spina bifida or anoxic brain damage diagnosis codes: (SPINABD)

3481   Anoxic brain damage 74190  Spina bifida, w/o hydrocephalus 

unspecified region 

74100  Spina bifida, w hydrocephalus 

unspecified region 

74191  Spina bifida, w/o hydrocephalus cervical 

region 

74101  Spina bifida, w hydrocephalus 

cervical region 

74192  Spina bifida, w/o hydrocephalus dorsal 

region 

74102  Spina bifida, w hydrocephalus 

dorsal region 

74193  Spina bifida, w/o hydrocephalus lumbar 

region 

74103  Spina bifida, w hydrocephalus 

lumbar region 

7685   Severe birth asphyxia
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Debridement or pedicle graft procedure codes: (DEBRIDP)

8345  Other myectomy            8671  Cut & prep pedicle graft  

8622  Exc wound debridement     8672  Pedicle graft advancemen  

8628  Nonexcis debridement wnd  8674  Attach pedicle graft nec  

8670  Pedicle graft/flap nos    8675  Revision of pedicle grft

Major skin disorder diagnosis codes: (SKINDISD)

6940 Dermatitis herpetiformis 69515 Toxic epidermal necrolysis

6942 Juvenile dermatitis herpetiformis 69519 Other erythema multiforme

6943 Impetigo herpetiformis 69581 Ritter's disease

6944 Pemphigus 69589 Other specified erythematous conditions

6945 Pemphigoid 69552 Exfoliation due to erythematous condition 

involving 20-29 percent of body surface

6948 Other specified bullous 

dermatoses

69553 Exfoliation due to erythematous condition 

involving 30-39 percent of body surface

6949 Unspecified bullous dermatoses 69554 Exfoliation due to erythematous condition 

involving 40-49 percent of body surface

6950 Toxic erythema 69555 Exfoliation due to erythematous condition 

involving 50-59 percent of body surface

69510 Erythema multiforme, unspecified 69556 Exfoliation due to erythematous condition 

involving 60-69 percent of body surface

69511 Erythema multiforme minor 69557 Exfoliation due to erythematous condition 

involving 70-79 percent of body surface

69512 Erythema multiforme major 69558 Exfoliation due to erythematous condition 

involving 80-89 percent of body surface

69513 Stevens-Johnson syndrome 69559 Exfoliation due to erythematous condition 

involving 90 percent or more of body 

surface

69514 Stevens-Johnson syndrome-toxic 

epidermal necrolysis overlap 

syndrome
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