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Overview

A What is postoperative respiratory failure?
A Is it an important problem?

A Why does it occur?

A Why use it as a quality indicator?

A Is the indicator accurate?

A How is the indicator helpful?



Definitions of PRF

A Mechanical ventilation >48 hrs
Svensson, J Vasc Surg, 1991

A Mechanical ventilation >5 days
Money, Am J Surg, 1994

A Mechanical ventilation >48 hrs or unplanned
reintubation
Arozullah, Ann Surg, 2001
A Mechanical ventilation >24 hrs or intubation >1 hr
after procedure
Park, Ann Surg, 2001
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McAlister, Am J Resp Crit Care Med, 2005
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AIncreased cost
AlIncreased length of stay
A Increased 30-day mortality

AlIncreased 5-year mortality



