
Garth H. Utter, MD MSc

University of California, Davis

Why Focus

On Postoperative

Respiratory Failure? 

Premier Healthcare Alliance

Postoperative Respiratory Failure Sprint

November 10, 2010

http://www.ahrq.gov/


Disclosures

ÅAgency for Healthcare Research and Quality 

(AHRQ) ñSupport for Quality Indicatorsò Project 

Team Member

ÅNo commercial interests



Overview

ÅWhat is postoperative respiratory failure?

ÅIs it an important problem?

ÅWhy does it occur?

ÅWhy use it as a quality indicator?

ÅIs the indicator accurate?

ÅHow is the indicator helpful?



Definitions of PRF

ÅMechanical ventilation >48 hrs

Svensson, J Vasc Surg, 1991

ÅMechanical ventilation >5 days

Money, Am J Surg, 1994

ÅMechanical ventilation >48 hrs or unplanned 
reintubation

Arozullah, Ann Surg, 2001

ÅMechanical ventilation >24 hrs or intubation >1 hr 
after procedure

Park, Ann Surg, 2001



PRF and Other Complications
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McAlister, Am J Resp Crit Care Med, 2005



PRF Is Associated With é

ÅIncreased cost

ÅIncreased length of stay

ÅIncreased 30-day mortality

ÅIncreased 5-year mortality


