INSERT REGARDING CURRENT AHRQ GUIDEANCE ON USING THE AHRQ QI FOR HOSPITAL PUBLIC REPORTING.

Effective Date: December 2005
The following text in Measures of Patient Safety Based on Hospital Administrative Data—The Patient Safety Indicators regarding use of the AHRQ QI for hospital public reporting has been superseded:

Page 9 (Executive Summary): Lists public reporting of hospital performance and comparison of rates as a “potentially inappropriate use” of the PSI.
Page 16: “However, these measures are not designed, nor are they suitable for public reporting for the purpose of comparing providers because of the limitations of discharge-based data sources, although public reporting at the aggregate level (e.g., state or national) may be appropriate.”
Page 76: “The primary goal of the AHRQ quality indicators is to implement screening tools, meaning that further investigation is expected to certify that an abnormal rate is indeed due to a quality problem. Nonetheless, panelists remained concerned that if these indicators were used to report rates publicly, such limitations would be obscured.”

Page 80: “Panelists noted that many problems associated with indicators might not be accurately noted when interpreting indicators in a clinical setting, and generally expressed concern regarding the use of these indicators as definitive quality measures or for public reporting.”

Page 86: “Given potential bias and questions about the extent of preventability, panelists advocated that this indicator (PSI #2: Death in Low Mortality DRGs) not be subject to public reporting.”

Page 89: “Finally, panelists emphasized that this indicator should be used internally by hospitals, as it is not validated for public reporting.”

Page 146: “Simply put, because of the nature of these indicators, they should not be used as a metric of absolute performance (e.g., for grading of providers or public reporting that compares providers).”

Current guidance on use of the AHRQ QI for hospital public reporting is summarized in an AHRQ Summary Statement on Comparative Reporting
 and accompanying publication titled Guidance for Using the AHRQ Quality Indicators for Hospital-Level Public Reporting or Payment
. 
The AHRQ QI project team is currently reviewing and summarizing the current evidence regarding the suitability of the AHRQ Quality Indicators for public reporting.  This summary will be published in late 2006-early 2007.

� AHRQ Summary Statement on Hospital Public Reporting. � HYPERLINK "http://www.qualityindicators.ahrq.gov/news/AHRQSummaryStatement.pdf" ��http://www.qualityindicators.ahrq.gov/news/AHRQSummaryStatement.pdf�. 


� Remus D, Fraser I. Guidance for Using the AHRQ Quality Indicators for Hospital-level Public Reporting or Payment. Rockville, MD: Department of Health and Human Services, Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality; 2004. AHRQ Pub. No. 04-0086-EF. The document may be downloaded from the AHRQ Quality Indicator website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.qualityindicators.ahrq.gov/documentation.htm" ��http://www.qualityindicators.ahrq.gov/documentation.htm�.  





