June 29 –Release of AHRQ Quality Indicator Version 4.0
The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) announces the release of the AHRQ Quality Indicators Version 4.0 for the Prevention Quality Indicators (PQI), Inpatient Quality Indicators (IQI), Patient Safety Indicators (PSI), and Pediatric Quality Indicators (PDI) modules.  The software and documentation are now available for download from the AHRQ QI web site at: (http://www.qualityindicators.ahrq.gov/software.htm).

Summary of Major Changes for Version 4.0

1. FY2009 coding update – The numerator and denominator specifications have been updated to incorporate the FY2009 ICD-9-CM and DRG coding updates (effective October 1, 2008).  In particular, there is new staging coding (I-IV) for pressure ulcers (formerly called decubitus ulcer).
2. Specification Changes – Several specification changes were implemented that were recommend by expert panels, user queries or published literature.  These include changes to esophageal resection volume and mortality, hip replacement mortality, hip fracture mortality, incidental appendectomy, bilateral catheterization, hypertension admission rate, CHF admission rate, bacterial pneumonia admission rate, pressure ulcers, iatrogenic pneumothorax, postoperative hip fracture, postoperative physiologic and metabolic derangements, postoperative respiratory failure, postoperative sepsis and OB Trauma (instrument and non-instrument assisted)

3. Implement UB-04 - The UB-04 (effective October 1, 2007) changes were implemented including new data elements for point-of-origin and present on admission.

4. MS-DRG specification - The MS-DRG (version 25) was adopted in October 1, 2007; as a result, several of the numerator, denominator and risk category definitions were redeveloped to be based on ICD-9-CM codes rather than CMS DRG codes (version 24).  These included code based definitions for cardiac surgery, cardiac arrhythmia and abdominal surgery.  In addition, the craniotomy mortality denominator definition and medical and surgical denominator definitions were redefined to MS-DRGs.

5. Implement the NQF Composites – Both the SAS and WINQI software include the recently endorsed composite measures. The composites are Mortality for Selected Conditions, Patient Safety for Selected Indicators and Pediatric Patient Safety for Selected Indicators.  

6. Neonatal indicators – Two new neonatal indicators for Neonatal Mortality and Blood Stream Infections in Neonates are included.  There is an additional existing neonatal indicator for Iatrogenic Pneumothorax in Neonates.

7. Update Benchmarking Data to 2007 - In prior releases we have used a three-year pooled State Inpatient Databases (SID) database for computing the national benchmarks.  The rationale for this was to balance the currency of the data and the stability of the trends.  However, the pace of change in coding and data is accelerating and will only continue through the implementation of ICD-10-CM in 2013 and beyond.  Therefore the importance of using current data has greatly increased, and this release uses data from the 2007 SID for computation of benchmarks.
Relevant links to software and documentation are provided below.  

1) Prevention Quality Indicators (Version 4.0)   

Version 4.0 includes the FY2009 coding update of the AHRQ Prevention Quality Indicators. All PQI documentation and software are now available for download or viewing on the AHRQ Quality Indicators website (http://www.qualityindicators.ahrq.gov/pqi_download.htm) in Microsoft Word and PDF format.
2) Inpatient Quality Indicators FY2009 Coding Update (Version 4.0)   

Version 4.0 includes the FY2009 coding update of the AHRQ Inpatient Quality Indicators. All IQI documentation and software are now available for download or viewing on the AHRQ Quality Indicators website (http://www.qualityindicators.ahrq.gov/iqi_download.htm) in Microsoft Word and PDF format.
3) Patient Safety Indicators FY2009 Coding Update (Version 4.0)   

Version 4.0 includes the FY2009 coding update of the AHRQ Patient Safety Indicators. All PSI documentation and software are now available for download or viewing on the AHRQ Quality Indicators website (http://www.qualityindicators.ahrq.gov/psi_download.htm) in Microsoft Word and PDF format.
4) Pediatric Quality Indicators FY2009 Coding Update (Version 4.0)   

Version 4.0 includes the FY2009 coding update of the AHRQ Pediatric Quality Indicators. All PDI documentation and software are now available for download or viewing on the AHRQ Quality Indicators website (http://www.qualityindicators.ahrq.gov/pdi_download.htm) in Microsoft Word and PDF format.
For questions, please contact support@qualityindicators.ahrq.gov or leave a voicemail at (888) 512 – 6090.  

